Bodily  Resurrection  and  Eternal  Life 

Introduction 

•  Every  religion  provides  an  answer,  in  one  form 
or  another,  to  the  problem  of  death.  Christianity 
is  not  an  exception.  When  we  confess,  "I  believe 
in  bodily  resurrection  and  eternal  life,"  we  are 
proclaiming  the  hope  that  we  have  when  we  face 
the  finitude  of  human  existence,  and  this  same 
hope  shapes  our  attitude  towards  life. 

•  Christians  are  not  the  only  religious  group  that 
possesses  a  hope  of  life  after  death.  However,  a 
different  hope  brings  out  a  different  attitude 
towards  life. 

•  Unfortunately,  many  believers  have  a  very 
distorted  view  of  the  biblical  hope  of  bodily 
resurrection  and  eternal  life:  the  result  is  that 
their  hope  takes  the  form  of  a  Christian  one,  but 
in  essence  their  attitude  towards  life  is  no 
different  from  a  pagan  one. 

•  When  the  New  Testament  faith  was  spread  to  the 
Greco-Roman  world,  the  church  faced  a  very 
serious  challenge:  everyone  in  the  Hellenistic 
civilization  has  a  hope  of  eternal  life.  The  New 
Testament  church  had  to  be  very  careful  when 
she  articulates  her  hope,  so  that  the  newly  born 
faith  is  not  confused  with  pagan  worldview. 

•  Following  their  example,  we  have  to  ask 
ourselves:  why  did  the  historic  church  confess  a 
hope  in  "bodily  resurrection  and  eternal  life" 
rather  than  "persistence  of  the  soul  and  escape 
from  this  world." 

Pagan  Hope  of  Eternal  Life 

•  Socrates'  Faith 

•  Man  is  composed  of  two  parts:  body  and  soul. 

•  The  soul  is  noble  and  eternal.  It  is  the  essence 
of  humanity. 

•  The  body  is  evil  and  corrupted.  It  is  a  prison 
of  the  soul. 

•  Death  is  not  to  be  feared.  Rather,  it  releases 
the  soul  from  the  body,  thereby  allowing  it  to 
return  to  the  spiritual  world. 

•  Life  in  the  material  world  is  evil  and 
corrupted.  The  spiritual  existence  enjoyed  by 
the  soul  after  death  is  to  be  desired. 

•  This  so-called  Platonism  became  the  leading 
philosophy  in  the  Greco-Roman  civilization,  and 
thus  the  most  formidable  challenge  of  the  early 
church. 

•  What  is  the  nature  of  the  Platonic  hope? 

•  Escape  from  the  evil  and  corruption  of  bodily 
existence  and  the  material  world. 

•  Disillusion  of  this  life. 


The  Hope  of  the  Early  Church 
Bodily  Resurrection 

•  As  a  descendent  of  the  Jewish  worldview, 
Christianity  does  not  share  a  dualistic  view  of  an 
evil  body  and  a  noble  soul.  The  material  world, 
including  our  body,  is  the  good  creation  of  God. 
Evil  originates  not  from  our  body,  but  from  our 
spiritual  rebellion  against  God  the  Creator. 

•  The  NT  hope  is  never  one  of  salvation  of  the 
soul/spirit,  but  instead  a  salvation  of  the  entire 
creation,  including  our  body  (Rom  8:18-23). 

•  The  return  of  our  Lord  does  not  result  in  our 
leaving  this  world,  but  rather  it  is  a  return  of 
God's  presence  in  his  creation  (Rev  21:1-4). 

•  The  bible  does  not  speak  of  the  giving  up  of 
material  existence.  Rather,  it  proclaims  that  God 
loves  this  world  so  dearly  that  He  embraces  it 
through  incarnation.  All  these  witness  to  God's 
commitment  to  this  material  creation,  and  he  is 
not  letting  it  go. 

Transformed  Existence 

•  1  Cor  15:50-57  clearly  points  out  that  a 
resurrected  life  is  not  an  indefinite  extension  of 
our  present  life. 

•  Rather,  it  speaks  of  resurrection  as  a 
transformation  of  our  existence,  turning  it  into  a 
more  glorious  life. 

•  Our  hope  is  that,  despite  the  apparent  finitude 
and  frustration  of  our  present  life,  God  will  one 
day  reform  it,  fulfil  it,  and  make  it  perfect. 


